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BIBLE STUDY 
METHODS 

 

Lesson  3 How to do Verse Analysis 

 
 

Verse analysis is a rewarding place to begin analytical Bible study.  The instructions are simple.  First, 
copy the verse from one or more versions of the Bible.  Write it under the heading VERSE FOR STUDY.   
 
Then, under the heading OBSERVATION, write out 5-10 observations you see from this verse. 
 
Then, under the heading MESSAGE, write out in your own words what the verse says – stay IN the 
observation, fact finding attitude… for example what it commands, teaches, warns of, or promises. Don’t 
cross over into “what it means” yet. 
 
Now look at the verses immediately preceding and following the verse.  These are knows as the context of 
the verse.  Under the heading CONTEXT, record first the thoughts added by the verses preceding your 
study verse.  Then record the thoughts added by the verses following the study verse. 
 
Record next the questions that the verse raises in your mind, or the problems you think it might pose for 
yourself or someone else.  These can be recorded under the heading QUESTIONS. 
 
Now pulling it all together, state your initial INTERPRETATION… what do you believe the author 
wanted the audience listening to know, do, believe, and WHY! Why did he write it (God).  Why did he 
want them to know this? (Focus on the 1st Century audience and THEIR context.) 
 
The final section of your study is the APPLICATION.  Under this heading you should describe one 
specific way you can change your attitude or action because of the teaching of this verse. You know are 
asking God to take the message he gave to the 1st Century and show us, in our contexts how he wants to 
change us – to know, do, believe and WHY! Ask the Holy Spirit to give you His application for your life 
 
 
Pick 3 Verses for this week to Practice: 
 
• 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
• 1 Peter 3:18 
• 2 Peter 3:9 
• Ephesians 6:19 
• Ephesians 2:8-9 
• 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
• 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 20 
• Isaiah 53:6 

 
 
• Romans 3:10,23 
• Romans 6:23 
• Romans 5:12 
• Romans 5:8 
• Colossians 4:2-3, 4-6 
• John 1:12 
• John 5:24 

 
 
 
 
Bibliography: 
The Navigator Bible Studies Handbook.  NavPress 1994.
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VERSE FOR STUDY:  Philippians 4:11 
“Not that I speak in respect of want; for I have learned, in whatever state I am, in 
this to be content.” 
 
OBSERVATION: 
Paul learned this lesson. 
Contentment can be learned. How? 
Contentment is influenced by circumstances. 
Needs generally effect contentment. 
Paul knew what real life was like with needs met and needs not being met. 
Hunger, living with plenty or want; these generally affect our feeling of 
contentment. 
Paul said he could do ALL things through Jesus. 
Paul said he could do all things through Jesus BECAUSE Jesus gave him strength. 
Q: How did this strength help Paul practically? 
 
MESSAGE: 
It teaches that Paul had to learn to be content.   
Contentment is not based on what you have or don’t have.  
 
CONTEXT: 
Philippians 4:10--  Paul did have needs which the Philippians were helping him in.  But 
it was precisely from those needs that Paul was free - emotionally, spiritually, and 
psychologically. 
Philippians 4:12-13 - It is not only in want that we need to be content - but in plenty 
as well.  Then we are totally free and uncontrolled by the circumstances of life and 
the things of this world, and are able to be secure, and to find our happiness, joy, 
peace, and contentment solely in Jesus Christ - Because HE is my life and the length 
of my days (Deuteronomy 30:20). 
In Him I live and move and have my being (Acts 17:28). 
 
QUESTIONS: 
How do I learn contentment?   
If contentment is not based on what I have or don’t have, on WHAT is it based? 
What exactly does it mean to be content? 
What are some clues for identifying discontentment?                   
 
INTERPRETATION: 
God allows needs in our lives to reach us and teach us about our hearts, what is most 
important. Most of us feel that if we don’t have our needs met, the life is the pits. 
But Paul learned a secret to life. He learned that he COULD be content NO 
MATTER what the circumstances.  That is counter culturally to our day.  He learned 
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that his circumstances are a tool in God’s hands, not for making him content, but for 
making him more like Jesus Christ. 
 
APPLICATION: 
To be content in the unknowns of life - the future that is always unseen - to know 
that I need only Jesus for this day, and that I can always know Him, even if I don’t 
know the future.  Since circumstances are only a TOOL in God’s hands, I need to 
yield myself to this tool to become what God intends for me to become.  In my new 
job which I begin next week, I have anxiety about whether I will really like it.  But 
today I will thank God for that job, since He arranged for me to have it, and I will 
decide to enjoy my being there. 
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Date:  __________________________________________________________ 
Verse for Study: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Observation: (What do you see, what does it say, just the facts! Try for 5-10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Message: (What does the verse say? – stay in observation - fact finding attitude… for example what 
it commands, teaches, warns of, or promises. Don’t cross over into “what it means” yet.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Context:  What thoughts do the proceeding verses add? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What thoughts do the following verses add? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions? 
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Interpretation (What do you believe the author wanted the 1st Century audience to know, do, believe, 
and WHY! Why did he write it (God).  Why did he want them to know this):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application: (Ask the Holy Spirit for His application for your life. Be still and listen. Ask him to take 
the “interpretation” and now personalize it for the 21st Century and your life.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


